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What Is Disc Golf?
Disc Golf is played much like traditional golf. But instead of hitting a ball into a hole, you throw a more
streamlined looking Frisbee® disc from a tee pad into a supported metal basket 200 or more feet away.
The goal is the same: to complete the course in the fewest number of shots guided by course par. A golf
disc is thrown from a tee area (usually concrete) to each basket, which is the "hole." As players progress
down the fairway, they must make each consecutive shot from the spot where the previous throw has
landed. The trees, shrubs and terrain changes in and around the fairways provide challenging obstacles
for the golfer. Finally, the "putt" lands in the basket and the hole is completed.

WHY INSTALL A DISC GOLF COURSE?
There are now more than 6700 Disc Golf courses in the United States, nearly all installed by city and
county parks departments. They have found that there are few recreational activities that offer the high
benefit-to-cost ratio of disc golf. Disc golf has relatively low capital and maintenance costs compared with
other recreational installations, is environmentally sound, is played year-round in all climates ,and is
enjoyed immediately even by beginners of all ages.
These are just some of the many reasons disc golf would be beneficial in Marianna:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Low cost to begin playing (only one $10 disc is required)
Environmentally friendly
Can be played by people of all ages and abilities
Low cost to design and install a course
Low maintenance requirement
Great exercise and recreational opportunity
Disc golf brings in players from out of town
Can be designed around existing structures and incorporated into existing plans
Disc golfers help care for the course by picking up trash and being a presence in the parks
Tournaments raise additional funding to help offset maintenance costs and fund upgrades
There is a course being installed at Citizen’s Lodge Park. A couple more courses in the area will make
Marianna a destination for disc golfers from all over.

COST TO INSTALL A COURSE
Baskets - $400 per hole for one basket installed

These the typically the biggest expense for any disc golf course. Basket prices
including a metal sleeve concreted into the ground and a lock typically run between
$300 for cheaper models and $425 for galvanized metal or stainless steel.

Signs - $50 per hole for one sign

Signs are an important feature and allow new visitors to safely navigate the course.
Most signs are made of aluminum, will require a pole or post to be displayed, and
range in size but are typically 12”x18”.

Tees - $125 per hole for one pad

Tees for most disc golf courses are concrete pads to allow for safe, reliable
platforms for the disc golfer to throw their tee shot. We recommend a short tee for
the novice player and long tee for the intermediate to advanced player if possible.
Most parks departments will use their workers to install pads, lowering cost to the
cost of materials (around $125 per pad).

Course Design - Free

Design costs can range in price from $5,000 to $20,000. I would be willing to design
the course for free.

Estimated Cost Per Hole - $575 with one pad or $700 with two (two is
recommended)

CONSIDER THIS
Who Can Play?

The simple answer is that everyone can. In studies measuring participation in recreational activities,
"throwing a Frisbee" has consistently been a top-ten activity. A disc golf course serves a broader portion of
the community than many narrower interest activities with higher cost, skill or fitness levels required to even
begin to play. Men and women, young and old, families with small children -- all can play disc golf. Because
disc golf is so easy to understand, has a low overall cost, and is easy to enjoy, no one is excluded.

How Much Does It Cost To Play?

Many courses are located in city or regional parks where citizens play free. Most private and several public
facilities will charge up to $5 per day to play, or earn passive income from annual passes and/or fees to
enter the park. The equipment itself is quite inexpensive – discs designed for golf sell for $8-$15 each and
only one is needed to get started. Most players will purchase a $35 beginner set that includes three discs.

How Much Does It Cost To Build a Course?

Most courses can be installed for between $500 and $1000 per hole, depending on which equipment is
purchased and where the labor comes from. These costs are often offset by fundraising up front or by
tournaments held after the course is installed.

WHY THE MERE?
The MERE is an ideal location for disc golf in Marianna. Not only does this facility feature a large amount of
open and wooded land, but it would introduce disc golf to families through the proximity to other outdoor
activities. I would propose an 18 hole course with two tee pads per hole that caters toward novice and
recreational players. The course would be designed around the current development plan for the property.
Here are some of the highlights of a course at the MERE
•
•
•
•
•

Around $700 per hole for everything including two tee pads
Some fundraising can be done to help offset the total cost (hole sponsorships, tournaments, etc.)
Places disc golf in front of families
Plenty of beautiful wooded land to use
Will be designed around the current development plans for the property
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