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EDITORIAL

Main Street Marianna

Main Street Marianna has directed the
revitalization of Downtown Marianna since
the 1990’s. Buildings dating back to the 1860s
are included in the Downtown Marianna Area.
Almost all the downtown buildings have been
renovated or restored since 1990, using the
original appearance of the building when
possible.
Landscaping, lighting, awnings and sidewalk
improvements have added to the charm of
the old city. Where it was nearly empty in
1990, the city now bustles with almost all the
buildings in daily use.
Several major renovations have greatly
added to the Main Street project. The Daffin
Building, a general store for almost a century,
was purchased by Guy Tatum, who restored
the building and converted it into commercial
businesses and office space.
The Chipola Hotel, built in the 1920’s and
used for many years by the public traveling
US Highway 90, was remodeled by Mary
Sittman several years ago to accommodate
the retirement community. It was noted during
the restoration that the building truly was one
of the finest concrete structures in Florida. It
is now the Chipola Apartments, housing older
citizens who can live independently, though
not alone.
The Marianna Post Office, of Spanish
architectural design, was completed in 1927
to house the federal court system as well as
the post office. Federal Court is now held in
Panama City. The second floor Courtroom
in Marianna has been converted to leased
office space.
The First United Methodist Church purchased
the adjoining property in the mid 1990’s and
leases the parking area to the postal system,
which allows the recently renovated post
office to remain in downtown Marianna.
Many other old buildings are being used
efficiently in the downtown area.
The Main Street Marianna office is located at
2898 Green Street. Contact (850) 482-4353
Charlotte Brunner, Director

More History
of Jackson County

CHIPOLA HISTORICAL TRUST

website provided by the Jackson County Times.
Short Link:

http://bit.ly/JacksonCountyHistory
HISTORIAN DALE COX

A special “thank you” to Dale Cox, local historian
and photographer for providing many of the
beautiful images used in this book.

www.exploresouthernhistorycom

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
www.visitjacksoncountyfla.com/
Pen and Ink drawings by Jane Pender and
Paul Donofro, Sr.

3

C HI PO LA H I STORI CAL TRUS T
Chipola Historical Trust, Inc. is a non-profit organization composed of volunteers who
are dedicated to preservation and restoration of historical properties and the collection of
memorabilia in the Jackson County area.
The organization is the only group which is totally dedicated to historical projects. They
are responsible for purchasing and erecting historical markers, getting qualified properties
designated as a National Historical Register property, and generally educating the public in
historic matters.
The organization has printed Jackson County Florida - A History by Jerrell H. Shofner, a very
comprehensive history of the county. This book may be purchased at the Jackson County
Times office for $25. The 2013 and 2014 Sharing Jackson County History are also available
there for a $25 donation each.
In 1996, the organization received the Davis-West House on Putnam Street in Marianna
from the estate of Slade West. This 1840’s house has been renovated and now serves as a
museum housing the properties of the West estate and many other historical items relative to
Jackson County’s history. It is open to the public by appointment.
In addition to two printings of the history book and maintenance of the museum at the DavisWest House. Some of it’s members were responsible for overseeing the building of the
Jackson County Public Library in 1976. The Trust continues to erect historical markers at
appropriate sites, and share the video of the Satsuma Festival which was held in downtown
Marianna in the late 1920’s.
The Chipola Historical Trust invites residents and visitors to Jackson County to use this
guidebook to learn more of the rich heritage found in this area.
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HISTORY

H I ST O RIC J A CKSON COUNTY

Webbville Florida as it stands now

Battle of Marianna Marker

Renovated Train at M.E.R.E Complex

Established August 12, 1822, Jackson County is Florida’s
third oldest county. Jackson County was created by an act
of the Territorial Legislature while meeting at Fifteen Mile
House near Pensacola. The county originally stretched from
the Choctawhatchee River to the Suwannee River, and from
Alabama and Georgia to the Gulf of Mexico.
After a bitter and extended controversy, Marianna became
the permanent county seat of government in 1829. Marianna
was founded in 1827 by Robert and Anna Maria Beveridge
who purchased three eighty acre tracts of land on a beautiful
bluff along the Chipola River. They, together with associates,
donated land and built the first of the five courthouses which
were to eventually stand on the same square. Marianna’s
rival town in controversy over location of the county seat was
Webbville, about nine miles northwest of Marianna, which
has long since passed from existence.
Hardy pioneers poured into the rich Chipola Country, blazing
their way through a virtual wilderness and establishing their
homes. Eventually, and typical of the deep south, cotton
became “King” and numerous large plantations thrived on
this “fleecy” cotton economy. Though their kingdom was
eventually to be crushed by war and the changes it brought,
both former slaves and plantation owners established rich
family strains and a heritage that would not be blotted out.
After statehood in 1845, there came a secession and the War
Between the States. Jackson County’s John Milton served
as Governor of Confederate Florida. One of the most tragic
events in the county’s history occurred on September 27,
1864, when Marianna was raided by a band of Federals from
Union headquarters in Pensacola. A valiant, but pathetically
small group of older and younger citizens attempted to
defend the town and a fierce battle ensued, primarily within
the boundary of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. The church
was burned, the community was looted and plundered, and
homes became hospitals. An order to burn the entire city
was countermanded, and Marianna escaped destruction.
The invaders hastily retreated when word was received that
Confederate aid was approaching.
Recovery ushered the people into the twentieth century and
a return to prosperity. Though growth was never spectacular,
Jackson County’s communities have been stable, the
economy largely based upon agriculture, education and the
prison industry.
Today the county is developing at the fastest pace in its
history, while attempting to preserve its rich heritage.
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A F RI CA N -A MERI CAN HISTORY
The Old St. Luke
Missionary Baptist
Church was
erected in 1921.
Organized in
1867, St. Luke is
one of the oldest
African-American
churches in
Jackson County.
The Redbird
Cafe, located on
Madison Street
in downtown
Marianna, was
owned and
operated by
Plassie Hadley
Cook. Her menu
included stew
beef, chitterlings,
collard greens,
cornbread, her
famous sweet
potato pies, and a
wide assortment of
refreshing drinks.
Her clientele
included both
whites and blacks.
The Redbird’s
relocation on
South Madison
Street continued
a long tradition of
African-American business ownership in downtown Marianna.
In the early 1900’s, African-Americans owned several downtown businesses. Such early
businessmen included James Speights, Willie Horne, Robert Livingston, who operated a fruit
market, and Frank White, Larkin Gilbert, and Zannie Garret, barbers. William Holden’s fish market,
Richard Baker’s cleaners and Armstrong Purdee’s law office were also located downtown.
The last of the African-American owned businesses were located in the “Blue Front” section of
Lafayette Street, just east of the courthouse. Included were Reverend Robinson’s barbershop,
Claudia Gant and Lula Williams beauty shop, and Cleve Roulhac’s poolroom. They all closed in
the 1970’s. Today most African-American businesses are concentrated on the “West End” with
several professional offices downtown.
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JACKSON COUNTY
COURTHOUSE
1
4445 LAFAYETTE ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/qficR
1828

Five courthouses have stood on this site. Marianna became,
after much controversy, the permanent county seat in 1829,
two years after it was founded and named by Robert and Anna
Maria Beveridge. They also donated the land and paid for
much of the building of the first courthouse.

1849

Today the courthouse continues to be the hub of activities for
Jackson County, and is the site of a Florida Board of Parks and
a Historical Memorial marker describing the Battle of Marianna
during the Civil War.
There is also a marker erected by the Jackson County
Historical Commission in cooperation with the Department
of State giving a brief history of Jackson County prior to its
incorporation in 1828.

1871

A momument dedicated to the memory of Confederate soldiers
of Jackson County was erected on the north side of the
courthouse square in 1881.
An Eternal Flame of Freedom dedicated to all veterans by the
American Legion and the Legion Auxillary is on the northeast
corner of the square. A very impressive memorial site on the
NW corner of the square memorializes all Jackson County
citizens who have lost their lives in service to their country in
every war.
County records dating back to 1825 can be found within the
courthouse record system.

1906

7

THE ABSTRACT
OFFICE
2

2865 JEFFERSON
ST.
Across from the
Courthouse
http://goo.gl/maps/E6br0

BUILT CA 1868

“The Abstract Office” is the oldest business building in
Marianna.
It was built and used by Doctor W.S. Wilson prior to 1868 and was the
home of Marianna’s first telephone exchange in 1901.
In 1910 it was purchased by J.A. Ormond and moved to this site.
Records of all recorded Jackson County real estate transactions from
1847 through December 1998 were housed and compiled in this
building for almost 90 years.
The building was remodeled in 1965.
The business entity of “Florida Land Title and Trust Company” moved
to a new, larger location in January 1999.

MARIANNA TOUR
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HISTORIC DISTRICT
The oldest residential area immediately north
of the downtown area has been designated as
the Marianna Historical District. There are many
interesting homes of historic interest in the area
which date back to the 1840’s.

The city was platted and planned by Robert
Beveridge in 1827. The original city was
east of what is now Caledonia Street, but the
Beveridge’s entire 240 acre land purchase was
to form the heart of the city.

Marianna is a typical southern county seat city
located on the main thoroughfare of US Highway
90 accessible by two major Interstate Highway
10 interesections.

Today, as in her earliest days, Marianna
continues to maintain a vision that helps it retain
prosperity and dignity as the”City of Southern
Charm.”

RIVERSIDE CEMETERY

This is the original burial ground for Marianna. Among those buried
here are persons who were prominent in the pioneering and
development of Marianna, Jackson County, and the State of Florida
and includes many Civil War casualties and veterans. http://goo.gl/
maps/BkxXM
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ST. LUKE BAPTIST
CHURCH
4
JACKSON ST.
BUILT 1921
http://goo.gl/maps/ikuxs
This African-American
Church was founded
under a brush arbor on the
banks of the Chipola River
in August 1867 under the
leadership of Rev. Samuel
Brown.
Shortly after organizing,
one of the members
who owned a blacksmith
shop allowed his shop
to be used as the first
permanent home of
the church. In 1890,
Rev. William King and
congregation selected the
present site and a wooden
structure was erected.
The years that followed
were glorious years for the members of the church and the surrounding area. In 1921, under the
leaderhsip of Rev. King David Britt, the present brick structure was erected. it was completed under
Revs. L. C. Herring, L. B. Brown and A.H. Parker. The design of the building is the Gothic Revival
Style with its pointed arch, stained glass windows and towers on either side of the central nave. It
is located on one of the highest points in Marianna. Even though the building was vacated in 1984,
and is in the process of being totally renovated, it continues to be a main focal point in Marianna.
The site is on the National Register of Historical Sites and is a Florida Heritage Site.
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CONFEDERATE
MEMORIAL PARK
5

This is the site of an unusual Civil War Memorial in
that it describes the Battle of Marianna’s participation
by old men and young boys of the Home Guard. It
was erected by the William Henry Milton Chapter
of the Daughters of the Confederacy in 1921. It
appears to be the only monument in the Country
which cites the bravery of old men and young boys
in the war.
The original park was much larger. It contained a
“Fire Bell”, and there were hitching posts down the
center of the town. As automobile traffic increased,
the original “Band Stand” was removed to provide
parking and wider streets. In the late 1980’s, the
Marianna Woman’s Club raised the community
support to build the present Gazebo, which has
added to the beauty of the park.
A Blue Star Memorial Highway marker stands on the
east side of the park. It was erected by the Marianna
Garden Club as a memorial to the Armed Forces that
have defended the United States.
The park has, for many years, been used for a
variety of things in the community activities and is
enjoyed by many who wish to just sit and rest.
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HISTORIC FIRST
NATIONAL BANK
6

CALEDONIA ST.
Adjacent to Wells Fargo
Drive Thru

BUILT 1902
The historic First National
Bank building was erected in
1902 on the site of the W.J.
Daniel and Company private
bank. The building was one
of the finest bank buildings
in the state at the time it was
built.
It is traditionally believed the
first loose-leaf ledger and
the first adding machine in
a Florida bank were used
here. The attractive masonry
building on Caledonia
Street, facing Confederate
Memorial Park, was restored
in 1993. The property is
now owned by the City of
Marianna.
In 2015-2016 the City
secured grant dollars from
the Department of State,
Historic Preservation
& Cultural Facilities
Department to renovate
the bank into a multiuse
cultural facility to display the
county’s rich history.
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L&N RAILROAD
DEPOT
7

The L&N Railroad Depot was built in 1881 and was used for many
years to direct area rail freight and passenger service before it was
replaced and moved across the street from the railroad station
where it sat for many years. The building was badly damaged by
fire in 1979.
In 1982, Floye Brewton and his brother, BIlly, purchased the
damaged building, had it moved up the hill to its present location,
and by 1983 had completed the beautiful restoration of the old
Depot.
The depot’s charm and distinctive character will long be a reminder
of the “olden days” when the trains whistled and belched over
America.
Marianna is fortunate to have such a fine restoration of an 1800
landmark which serves as a Marianna business.

2884
CALEDONIA ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/jCAs9

BUILT 1881
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OL D S T O N E HOTEL
CARMICH AE L H O U S E

8

2859
MCPHERSON ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/DlI94

BUILT 1905

When the railroad was brought to Jackson County it was called the
“great civilizer”. The train depot let passengers off near what is called
McPherson Street now. In 1905, a hotel was built to give respite to
the travelers and locals in Marianna. It was named the “White Hotel”.
The wood structure had three stories and a wide front porch with a
turret attached so the boarders could sit to watch the trains come
into the depot. The hotel was built in a Southern Victorian style and
had a white picket fence surrounding the landscaped yard. A 1914
postcard shows the lovely fence and dwelling.
In the 1920’s the Hotel was sold to Frank Stone and became the
Stone Hotel. The Messer Family ran the hotel for the owners at the
time. After many years, the Hotel was divided into small apartments
to rent until 1986 when Peter Carmichael and Linda Percy bought the
old Hotel and converted the building to an antique store named P.C.
Oak and Brass Co. Locals and visitors enjoyed seeing all the lovely
antiques in the three stories and shopping for memories of the past.
For a number of years, Mr. Carmichael closed the shop down and
reopened the antique store at 2828 Jefferson Street. The hotel is a
great piece of our Marianna and Jackson County History.
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MARIANNA U.S.
POST OFFICE
9

The United States Post Office was built in 1927 as the
Federal Building. It has a unique Spanish style, unusual for
this area of Florida.
For many years the building housed the Federal Court
System for this District with the Courtroom on the upper floor.
Federal Court was moved to Panama City several years
ago, and the building housed only the post office. However,
over the last few years the second floor was remodeled and
several businesses are renting office space in the beautiful
building.
A recent parking area leased from the First United Methodist
Church and the addition of handicapped accessibility make
the building very functional and a continuing anchor for
downtown businesses and the citizens of the area.

4396 LAFAYETTE ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/NS7uc

BUILT 1927
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S T. LU K E’S
EP I SCO PAL CHURC H
10
4362
LAFAYETTE ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/ikuxs

BUILT 1947

The first Episcopal Parish was organized in Marianna in 1838, and
the first building of natural limestone, was constructed on the present
site in 1851. The structure crumbled and was never used.
The second building was consecrated in 1863 only to be burned a
year later, on September 27, 1864, during the Battle of Marianna.
The pulpit Bible was saved by a Union officer, Major Nathan Cutler,
and is on display in a glass case in the church.
The third building was completed in 1878 and was destroyed by fire
of unknown origin in 1941. It was a board and batten building very
similar to the present brick structure, completed in 1947. The present
church has a most stately interior design and is especially noted for
its twenty-seven outstandingly beautiful memorial windows.
Some of Florida’s most distinguished citizens are buried in the
church yard cemetery. To name a few: Governor John Milton (served
1861 - 1865), the wife and son of Dr. John Gorrie (Myrick Family
plot), Dr. John Gorrie’s step-daughter, Mary Williams Beman Russ,
wife of Joseph W. Russ, Sr, buried beside her husband in the Russ
plot, Caroline Lee Hentz, a nationally known author of the 19th
century, a U.S. Senator, many early pioneers of note, and numerous
witnesses to the tragic bloodshed and terror which was experienced
in this general area on the day in 1864 when the Federal troops
raided Marianna.
Historic Cemetery
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NONIE DEKLE
MILTON HOUSE
11

The Nonie Dekle Milton house was built for Mrs. Milton by her father M.L. Dekle.
She liked this particular lot for her home because of the two live oaks that were,
and still are, in the front yard. The house that was on the lot at that time, which
had belonged to a haberdasher, was torn down to make room for this home.
Mrs. Milton’s youngest children thought the house may have been haunted by
the former owner.
The home was completed in 1927. Originally it was supposed to be a
rectangular two story home, but during construction Mrs. Milton decided to
have the side porch added as well as an addition in the rear of the home to
accommodate the kitchen, breakfast room, and sleeping porch.
The home has 7 original fireplaces, all coal burning except for the one in the
living room. The exterior of the home is pebble dash, which is a mixture of
pebbles and cement. The interior walls are plaster, with original hardwood and
heart pine floors thoughout. The home has 13 foot ceilings downstairs and 11
foot ceilings upstairs. The ceilings throughout the home are original bead board.
The ceilings in the living room and front parlor are beautiful tray ceilings. There
are three full baths in the home which is somewhat unusual for a home built at
that time.
The home has five bedrooms. The porte cochere on the east side of the home
is original to the home but was expanded in the restoration to accommodate
modern cars.
Mrs. Milton raised her five children in this home, and lived there until her death
in 1969. The home was restored in 2004/2005 by Mrs. Milton’s Granddaughter.

4356
LAFAYETTE
ST.
BUILT 1927
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DICKSON-MOCK
HOUSE
12
4346
LAFAYETTE ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/
eGkfE

CIRCA 1902

Mary Jane Dickson purchased the lot in 1901 for eight hundred sixty dollars ($860.00). She was the
widow of Marmaduke N. Dickson, Jr., who at age 20, was a Captain in the Confederate Army. His
father, age 53, was one of the “old men” killed in the Battle of Marianna.
The circa 1902, two story Queen Anne style Victorian home was built of heart pine with tower, turret,
gazebo, gingerbread and spindles on the wrap-around porch. The interior features a cantilevered
staircase, seven fireplaces, molding with rosette motifs, and pine floors.
Family members owned the home for 83 years. In 1985, Marmaduke “Duke” Dickson, the grandson,
sold the house to Floye Brewton. Brewton began restoration and added a carriage house. He sold
antiques and called it the 1840 House Gallery.
Charles and Ora Mock purchased the home in 1997 as their residence and continued restoration.
The house, mostly original, has retained its architectural integrity. The Mocks added 12 inch crown
moldings to enhance the eleven foot ceilings and are furnishing the house with Victorian period
pieces.
A twelve-inch wide baseboard was removed by the dining room fireplace. Hiding there, for nearly
one hundred years, was an empty half pint whiskey bottle, cork intact. This probably explains errors
made in construction of the fireplace.
The Mocks have recently completed the addition of a great room and kitchen to the rear of the home,
adding the modern to the “turn of the century” home. They have kept all the old, but added a whole
new touch to the beautiful home.
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THE HINSON
HOUSE
13

The Hinson House was built in 1920 by J.W. Hinson. His wife,
Sadie Hinson wanted a home on the desirable Lafayette Street.
Mr. Hinson was able to persuade the Crigler family to sell a
small portion of their property to fulfill his wife’s dream with this
fashionable bungalow cottage.
In 1966, Sid and Judy Riley restored it back to it’s original
splendor. In October of the same year, the Hinson House Bed
and Breakfast opened it’s doors and they remain open today.
Please learn more about this establishment at
www.TheHinsonHouse.com

4338 LAFAYETTE ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/45MR5

BUILT 1920
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ELY-CRIGLAR
HOUSE
14

4332 LAFAYETTE ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/kpJiW

BUILT CA 1840

This house boasts one of the earliest dates of completion of
the antebellum mansions to be built in Jackson County. It was
constructed about 1840 by Francis Ely, and made mostly of bricks
manufactured on site. The house was originally much larger, but
the east wing was removed, and the west wing is now a separate
building, known as the 1840’s House, facing Russ Street.
In 1889 the mansion was purchased by Francis B. Carter, later to
become a Florida Supreme Court Justice. In 1900 it became the
property of Joseph M. Criglar. Members of the Criglar family lived in
the mansion until the 1990’s, at which time Floye Brewton purchased
it. He did extensive restoration and interior decorating.
Larry and Ruth Kinsolving purchased the home recently, updated
and made changes to accommodate the house in their retirement,
including adding an elevator.
This house has been occupied almost continually since it was built.
In 1960 it was listed by the National Archives of the Historic American
Home Builders Survey as one of the few structures having sufficient
historic or architectural interest to be included.
The house is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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THE 1840’S HOUSE
15

The 1840’s House, presently owned by J. Philip Tyler,
CPA, LLC, an accounting firm, was renovated by Floye
Brewton in 1985 and housed his antique business. It was
later the law offices of John Ratzlaff and Robert Trammell.

2910 RUSS ST.
Corner of Lafayette St. and Russ St.

The house was originally the west wing of the present
Ely-Criglar Mansion before it was moved to its present
location many years ago.

http://goo.gl/maps/2lsbL

The house is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places.

BUILT CA 1840
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B OW L E S - KI MB ROUGH
H OU SE
16

2916 RUSS ST.
Situated directly across the
street from the Russ House
http://goo.gl/maps/TBrVt

BUILT 1896

The home was erected in 1896 on a portion of the Ely-Criglar
mansion property. In 1900 the property was deeded to Jessie
Dickson Bowles. It appears that the house was on the property at
that time, as the Bowles family was always told that “this property
came into the family in 1900 and was a very beautiful house for the
era.” “Candy” Anderson Bowles served as U.S. Marshall, Sheriff, Tax
Collector, Clerk of Court and Marianna City Manager. The Bowles
family owned the house until 1983.
The next owners converted the house into a 5-unit boarding house
with 5 bedrooms, a large common kitchen, grand foyer, big living
room and lots of porch space. In 1997, Manuella Clark purchased the
house and gave the Chipola College Foundation the use of the house
for female student housing.
In 2006, Art and Michele Kimbrough acquired the home and began
restoring the rugged residence to a condition reflective of its past
but squarely into the present. Three original hardwood floor areas
were saved along with 5 coal burning fireplaces, two of which are
faced with Italian marble. With 12’ ceilings and nearly 3,000 square
feet of interior space, there is ample room for living and entertaining.
An additional 1,000 square feet of porches provide a touch of
“neighborhood life as it used to be.”
Michele Kimbrough, a highly regarded artist, uses a portion of the
house as her art studio.

22

MARIANNA TOUR

RUSS HOUSE
4318 LAFAYETTE ST.
Corner of Lafayette St. and Russ St.
http://goo.gl/maps/qpk7M

BUILT 1895
The house was built in 1895 by
Joseph W. Russ, Jr. a prominent
landowner and merchant, for him and
his mother, who lived there with him
only two years before her untimely
death. However, the home was owned
and occupied by five generations of
the family for exactly 100 years.
Around 1910, Mr. Russ’s wife, Bettie, made extensive changes to the front facade with the
addition of the rounded two-story porches, the Corinthian columns, and changes in the
roof structure. Also, a kitchen and porches were added to the rear of the house. In 1929,
in expectation of a new baby, an area of the upstairs porch was enclosed with casement
windows for the nursery. This sun-porch area was removed during the Chamber restoration.
It is noteworthy that on the east side of the house, at one time, there was a one-story portecochere with Corinthian columns which allowed vehicles to approach in a manner similar to
that of the park carriage trail. The roof of the porte-cochere was surrounded by balustrades
which tied into the upper porch to form a porch deck. The reconstruction of the porte-cochere
was not included in the restoration.
The Russ family’s extensive land holdings had to be sold to meet debt and tax obligations
following the financial collapse of 1929 and Joseph Russ’ untimely death. In order to finance
the maintenance of the house, Frances Russ Dickerson, the only child of J.W. Russ, Jr. and
his wife, Bettie, offered her home as a setting for community social events, acting as hostess
of these affairs and using her china and silver to serve the guests. During World War II, the
upstairs bedrooms were rented to military personnel and later used as efficiency apartments.
In 1995, the Chamber of Commerce received the first of two grants from the Florida Bureau
of Historical Preservation through the Secretary of State’s Office which made it possible to
purchase the house from the family and begin its extensive restoration. Completed in 2000,
it is now the home of the Chamber of Commerce and Jackson County Tourist Development
Council. The offices have been furnished by generous donations of concerned citizens of
Jackson County.
The property is on the National Register of Historic Places, and is owned jointly by the City of
Marianna and Jackson County.
The beautiful garden, The Russ House Commons, was also completed in 2000 by the Florida
Department of Transportation and is now maintained by the City of Marianna.
The house is open to the public during business hours and the public is encouraged to enjoy
the beautiful park and gardens year round.
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MILTON HOUSE
18

4304 LAFAYETTE ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/tcyuW

BUILT CA 1909

Since the house was built, about 1909, it has been owned by
descendants of Florida Civil War Governor John Milton. It was
originally built by Mr. and Mrs. William J. Daniels. Mrs. Daniels was
the grand-daughter of Governor Milton.
In 1995, the 4,200 square foot structure was acquired by Albert and
Kathy Milton from his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Milton, who
had lived there since 1956. It has since gone through an extensive
restoration to preserve its natural beauty and historic character. The
present color scheme dates to its original construction.
The original house is built entirely of rough cut lumber, and all the
interior walls measure twelve inches thick. The exterior front walls
are constructed of a material no longer used, known as “pebble
dash”. There are seven fireplaces and two staircases. Most of
the rooms are twelve feet in height. All of the hardwood floors are
original. The four-foot wide leaded glass front door leads into the
foyer, lighted by a Strauss crystal chandelier imported from Poland.
An original oil portrait of Caroline Howze Milton, wife of Governor
John Milton, hangs over the living room mantel, where his cane
rests.
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PART EN ZA
19

2910
BORDON ST.
http://goo.gl/
maps/5aSV7
Restored by The Rex
Torbetts
Corner of Borden
St. and Lafayette
St. Directly across
Lafayette St. from the
Russ House

The property was purchased by Ethyl Baltzell in 1908, and the records
indicate there was a house on site. It is believed that the house was two
stories, with the second floor destroyed in a fire. Only the bottom floor was
rebuilt. The latest restoration was achieved by the Rex Torbetts in 2004.
At some point the house was divided into a duplex with a foyer across the
front, side entrances, still intact, and hallways down each side of the center
wall. The house has always had an interesting design in the circle on the
front porch over the door.
The side doors, trim and dentil work are original and new woodwork was
duplicated. The original floors were restored. Seven of the eight coal
burning fireplaces are intact, with the original mantles. One particularly
interesting fireplace has special tile work original to the house. Three
original chandeliers were reworked.
Removing the central walls made this charming house a wonderful
example of how a 100-year-old house can be used very effectively in the
21st Century.
Georgia Baltzell Lasche and her sister, Margaret Baltzell Robinson, were
raised in this house. They married in a double military wedding at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church. The Lasches were the last family members to live in the
house.

25

HOLDEN HOUSE
20

4351 LAFAYETTE ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/hga2M

BUILT 1849-1850

This unique home, today in its original setting, was built in 1849 - 1850
by an Anderson family. It was sold to Dr. J.T. Holden, a cousin, at a
later date. The house was built of yellow “heart pine” and the exterior
was originally stained a natural color while the shutters were stained
deep wine.
Dr. Holden was, for many years, an indispensable Marianna physician,
and his direct descendants lived in the house until their deaths.
The house was restored in the 1980’s to accommodate CRT
Computers. A medical group purchased the home in 2000 for use as
medical offices, which is continued today.
Even though the home was occupied by Union soldiers during the
Battle of Marianna it was not seriously damaged. Bullets were found
imbedded in the wooden siding during the restoration.

26

MARIANNA TOUR

MACKINNONSAUNDERS HOME
21

This home was constructed in 1868-1870 by James S. Baker for his
wife, Elizabeth Ferrell Baker. In constant use since its construction,
the home has had at least two owners before the James C.
MacKinnon family who lived here until Mrs. MacKinnon’s death.
The house was purchased at that time by Floye Brewton who did
a major restoration. He returned the 3,300 square foot T-shaped
Federal style home with pegs and hand-hewn beams throughout, to
its original state by removing all additions except the sun room and
the kitchen which was once detached. He retained the very steep
and unsafe staircase and added a second set of steps to the second
floor.
In 2005, Attorney Shannon Saunders purchased it. Some minor
changes were necessary to make the house useful for a law office,
such as the handicap ramp, but most changes were cosmetic.
Paneling and shelving changed a parlor into the conference roomlibrary, and chimneys and fireplaces were reworked. Wide crown
molding and wainscoting was added in several areas. Some new
lighting was added, but some original chandeliers were retained.
The front porches were redefined and new columns were added to
give the house a more Southern appearance.
The landscaping enhances the beautiful home which now stands
proudly to show how the very old can become the very modern and
useful, while keeping those things that made the past so special.

4293
LAFAYETTE ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/DJxAC

BUILT CA 1868
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FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
22

2901 CALEDONIA ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/SFbWY
Corner of Caledonia St. and
Clinton St.

BUILT 1916

Methodists first conducted services in this area in 1823, and
organized Marianna First Methodist Church congregation on
December 10, 1834. On this site, in 1838, the Methodists erected
the town’s first church building, a wooden structure facing east.
In 1892, the congregation constructed a second wooden building,
featuring a tall steeple. In 1916 they built the present sanctuary,
the first brick church edifice in Marianna, adding the Educational
Building in 1948 and the Youth Center in 1973. In the late 1990’s
the church erected the beautiful Wesley Center and purchased the
adjoining lot on Lafayette Street which they lease to the U.S. Postal
Service for parking during the week.
The beautiful stained glass memorial windows in the circular
sanctuary are particularly outstanding.
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M A RI A N N A W OMA N ’S
C L UB
23

The Old “Messer Home” as it was known for 59 years, was built in
1864 by Joseph T. Russ and his wife Mary, who sold the house to his
daughter, Luella Russ Burke.
In 1884, James Burke sold the house to Mary J. West, daughter of
James and Harriet Hearn of Greenwood. In 1891 Theodore D. West
and his wife, Mary J. Hearn West, sold the house to Sallie C. Messer.
In 1927, Sallie Messer sold the house to Amos and Hodges Justiss, her
nephews.
In 1950, the house was purchased by the Marianna Woman’s Club and
Marianna Junior Woman’s Club. The house was remodeled at that time
to house a club room, Hookwork Clinic, and Public Library.
The house was purchased largely with money the clubs received
from a federal grant when they supported a program which eventually
eradicated the hookworm in Jackson County children.
For 26 years the clubs maintained the Jackson County Public Library
here.
The house now provides a meeting place for the Marianna Woman’s
Club and serves as a community clubhouse for area social activities.

CALEDONIA ST.
Corner of Caledonia St.
and Clinton St.

BUILT 1864
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F I RS T BA PTIST
C H U RC H
24

2897 GREEN ST.
Corner of Green St. and
Clinton St.
http://goo.gl/maps/kdN5D

BUILT 1920

The First Baptist Church was organized in 1881 by seven people who
met in the M.L. Dekle home on North Green Street. The first church, a
small wooden structure with a steeple, was located facing east across
the street from the present Chipola Apartments. It was built in 1890
and burned in 1916.
The present building was completed in 1920, but the mortgage
was not burned until 1938. The very fine building has served the
congregation for more than 95 years, and after two extensive
renovations, is still a beautiful facility, serving very effectively.
The building has Corinthian columns, a Greek dome, Roman and
Greek fascia, and beautiful stained glass windows. The circular
sanctuary is a favorite style for speakers. Additional buildings serve
as education space and a Family Life Center. The first, known as the
Dekle Building, facing east on Green Street, was built in the early
1950’s, followed by the second, the Burns Building, in 1962, facing
Clinton Street, now fronted by the Family Life Center, built in the
1980’s.
The gilded golden dome was given as a memorial for Frank Hudnall
by his wife, Clara. The carillon system, which plays at intervals each
day, was given in honor of Roy B. Beall, long time Sunday School
Teacher.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
25

Presbyterians began worshipping in Marianna in the early 1830’s
while Florida was still a territory. In 1835, the First Presbyterian church
was organized by nine women and one man who was the first ruling
elder.
The first church building was a wooden structure built in 1840, one
block north of the present one on the corner of Jefferson and Broad
streets. The second sanctuary was constructed on the present site
in 1889 and was dismantled to make way for the present gray brick
structure in 1923. The educational building was added in 1950 and a
remodeling and redecorating program was completed in 1979. The
unique style of the building, with its beautiful stained glass and dark
paneling is of great historical interest.
The sanctuary also has a commander style, which lends itself to a
very warm relationship between the speaker and the congregation.

2898
JEFFERSON ST.
Corner of Jefferson St.
and Clinton St.
http://goo.gl/maps/rFZRj

BUILT 1923
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A W ILD HAIR SA L ON
26

JEFFERSON ST. BUILT EARLY 1900’S
The newly renovated building, now housing A Wild Hair Salon and Boutique, was built
in the early 1900’s by Robert Daffin for his daughter, Bessie, upon her marriage to John
Dillon. It was known as the Dillon Home for many years.
Beginning in 1959, the house was operated as Inez’s Dress Shop and Beauty Salon, a
very successful business owned by Inez Ryals. After Mrs. Ryals’ retirement in 1993, the
house was occuppied as real estate sales offices. During this time there were changes
made to the structure, such as lowering the ceiling to make the building more comfortable.
During the last renovation, the drop ceiling was removed. A 14 foot tongue and groove
pine ceiling was discovered, which with some repair was restored. A 1920 chandelier
was found and purchased from an estate in Tampa Florida. This chandelier hangs in the
entrance of this beautiful home.
In the course of the rennovation beginning in 2014 by the new owner, Desiree’ Baggett,
a limestone block was found near one of the three original fireplaces. On this block
imprinted was the name of the inspector and the year 1914 indicating the date the
inspection had been done.
The house has been restored to its original elegance as much as possible to still be able to
effectively provide Marianna and area residents with a full service salon and day spa, with
clothing and gifts available also. The owners have opened a gun shop, Crosshairs, in the
rear of the building.
The public is welcome to tour the house during the regular business hours of A Wild Hair
Salon and Boutique and Crosshairs Gun Shop.
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GREGG RESIDENCE
27

2915 GREEN ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/7P4vJ

BUILT 1942

This house was built in 1942. After years of neglect,
renovations were begun in February 2001. It is now a pretty
cottage with features of the 1940’s house preserved. The
updated kitchen with new cabinets, a bay window and a
new master bedroom helps make this an extremely pleasant
retirement home for the Dr. Harold Gregg Family.
The focal point of the living room is a white Adams style
mantel which is original to the house. Also saved are glass
door knobs, transom windows, and the original bathroom.
Cedar closets are throughout the house and the hardwood
floors have been refinished in the living and dining rooms. A
closet, screen porch and carport have been added at the rear
of the house.

MARIANNA TOUR

DEKLE-BRUNNER
HOUSE
28
2919 GREEN ST.
BUILT 1845

The original frame vernacular house, which included the back part of the present structure, was built
in 1845 by Amanda and Oliver Rostrum. In 1875, the house was bought by Stella Davis Dekle, wife
of M.L. Dekle. During that year, the large oak trees were planted.
The First Baptist Church was organized here in 1881. The house has undergone a series of
additions and remodeling. The house burned in 1898, and additions were made to include the
Victorian trim. In 1928, Dekle deeded the house to his daughter, Luci Neel Dekle, who later married
Dr. Robert L. McClendon. The Dekle and Mclendon family had possession of the house for 90 years
until it was purchased by Dr. and Mrs. William F. Brunner in 1965. In 1998, Dr. Brunner deeded the
house to his son, Dr. Richard G. Brunner and his family.
When the front doors were stripped to the wood, it was discovered that the trim on the doors was
gold gilt. The present kitchen is the old breezeway to the separate kitchen which now serves as a
laundry-pantry. The contemporary family room was constructed of the old lattice back porch. The
hanging lamp was an oil lamp which as been electrified. Extensive interior restoration was begun in
2000.
The upstairs consists of four bedrooms, two baths, a hall, nine foot ceilings, and a small porch. The
house had 13 functional fireplaces, and the floor beams are 4 x 16 yellow heart pine and run the full
width of the house. The carport was the original carriage house. The old ice house is currently used
for garden storage and the original stable was Dr. McClendon’s dental office.

33

34

CONTENTS

JACKSON COUNTY
LIB RARY
29

The Jackson County Library began as the Jackson County
Bicentennial project of the Jackson County Heritage Association
in 1975. The group received a $15,000 grant from the State
Bicentennial Commission and $15,000 from the Jackson County
Board of County Commissioners. The remaining funds were
collected in an intensive fund drive from individuals, clubs, and
businesses all over Jackson County.
Ground was broken on July 4, 1976, and the building was
completed and presented to the Jackson County Commissioners
by the Heritage Association, debt free, in August 1977. At that time,
the library, which was started and maintained by the Marianna
Woman’s Club was closed, and all books were transferred to the
new facility.
In 1992 an addition of 6,000 square feet was added on the back
of the building. In 2015 Jackson County was granted a State of
Florida Library Construction grant of $500,000. These funds will
primarily be used to make the building ADA compliant and allow
entry into the building without having to climb the steep ramp at
the rear of the building. Needed expansions, replacements and
repurposing will be accomplished as funds are available.
The Library has become a very important addition to Jackson
County citizens and is used constantly.

2929 GREEN ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/d44dy

BICENTENNIAL
PROJECT 1976
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UM P H RE YB RE WT ON HOME
30

2933 GREEN ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/kSbaC

BUILT 1905

This beautiful home, framed with Spanish moss hanging from
ancient oak trees, was built by M. L. Dekle, reportedly for his
daughter as her wedding present in 1905. It was in the family for
many years and then sold several times. It had fallen into deep
deterioration when Floye Brewton purchased it and restored
(rebuilt) the home in 2005.
When entering the home you are welcomed into a grand foyer
with 14 foot ceilings and extreme crown molding, with a marble
fireplace. Two sets of French doors lead into the dining room.
There are two bedrooms with baths. The master bedroom has a
beautiful stained glass window. There are three original fireplaces
and most of the window panes are blown glass, original to the
house. Most of the beautiful hardwood floors are original to the
house also. Much of the original kitchen was retained in the
restoration. There is a white picket fence surrounding the home,
completing the setting for the wonderful house.
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HA S ELM AYER HOM E
31

4404 PUTNAM ST
BUILT 1925

Ronda Haselmayer purchased her 1925
home from the Page family who obtained
the property in 1986. The two-bedroom
cottage was built by C. E. Merritt in
1925. His father, Alexander Merritt, had
purchased the property for both 4404 and 4408 in 1873 when it, the adjoining Jenkins property, and
much surrounding city property was auctioned off. It is very comforting to know how a ninety-plus
year old home can function so comfortably in today’s world.
The Merritt family goes way back in Jackson County history, as Alexander’s father, Ethington,
purchased the area of Merritt’s Mill in 1872 and Merritt’s Mill Pond, the results of the dam he built at
US 90, was named for this family.

J EN KI N S ’ HOME
31

4408 PUTNAM ST
BUILT 1927

This seven-bedroom home was built in
1927 by C. E. Merritt and that year he
sold it to E. J. Calhoun. Subsequently
Virginia Lewis purchased the house and
lived there for many years. She sold to
the Cleve Johnsons in 1965, who sold to
Jimmy Jenkins’ parents in 1967. They lived in the home until Mrs. Jenkins’ death several years
ago. Jimmy inherited the house at her death. The exterior finish of the house is “pebble dash”
painted white. It is reported that at some point in time the house was used as over-night housing
for the Grey Hound bus drivers from the bus station which was located on Caledonia Street south
of the home. Each second floor bedroom has a lavatory which provided much appreciated privacy
for bathing convenience. The lots are 100 feet east to west, but are 200 feet deep, giving lovely
recreation areas behind the two homes.

37

LEWI S -WY C OF F
HO U S E
32

2928 JEFFERSON ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/FWvDF

BUILT CA 1840

This antebellum home was built in the 1840’s by Arthur Isavelle
Lewis. It has been sold many times during the ensuing years.
In 1984, Floye Brewton purchased the home and restored the
original part. Obvious additions were removed, and an open porch
was added around the entire house. There are twenty-four columns
on the porch.
The cypress entry doors are built with pegs and have etched glass.
The side lights are of very thin hand-blown glass. Interior doors
are all original to the house and are seven feet eight inches tall.
The interior woodwork has been carefully restored, and the heart
pine flooring has been refinished. Three chandeliers are original to
the house. Windows in the house are nine feet tall, and some are
original. Two fireplaces remain.
The basic floor plan is unchanged except for a bath and closet
area. The small building in the backyard was at one time a kitchen
which joined the main house.
The house was purchased in 1989 by the Jackson County
Chamber of Commerce and was later purchased by Sean and Kim
Donofro for commercial purposes.
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33

M A D I S ON

The Madison Street Park Project was in a seven-year planning stage and became a reality by many
different grant funding sources. A grant from the Florida Communities Trust in 2006 allowed the City
to purchase the property. The park encompasses an entire block in downtown Marianna.
The beautiful Jackson County Farmer’s Market is one of the most outstanding in the area. It is used
extensively several mornings a week during harvest months by local farmers.
It is also the site of many
community activities
and events such as
Free Movie Night in
the Park, Fire Safety
Week, Concerts, Family
Reunions and Fund
Raisers.
The park also has restroom
facilities and a walking trail.
By donations from local civic
clubs, a picnic pavillion and
two splash pads were added
to the park. The children
love the splash pads and the
picnic pavillion is a perfect
place to host a birthday party
or picnic. Inflatables are a
common sight in the park.
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STR E ET PA R K

A highlight of the year is the Fourth of July evening
fireworks display. Thousands come to the park area
in downtown Marianna, overlooking the Chipola River
Basin, to enjoy the exciting fireworks which are shot from
an area near the center of the Basin, filling the night sky
with excitement.

A very unusual boxwood garden at
the peak of the east boundary spells
out MARIANNA, which is lighted at
Christmas, with a backdrop of a beautiful
outdoor Christmas tree in the center of
the park.
The Madison Street Park is a highlight
of community pride and enjoyment year
round!
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SM I T H - COLLIN S
HO U S E
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The beautiful Arts and Crafts bungalow was built in 1926 by
the Milton Smith family. It is a prime example of the Craftsman
style architecture so popular during the 20’s and 30’s, a style
that was developed into a truly American type home.
Linda Collins purchased the house in 2006 and began
restoration. Many of the original exterior and interior features
have been retained. There are four fireplaces, original
hardwood floors, a charming butler’s pantry with a built-in china
closet and several French doors. Externally, you will note the
eave brackets and eighty-three inch windows, most with the
original glass.
The living and dining rooms feature coffered ceilings with crisscross beams. The orignal doors, wainscoting and tall baseboards have been retained.
An indication of the craftsmanship is in the mitered corners on
the siding. Instead of placing a vertical board at the corners,
the sideboards are mitered into the corresponding board along
the front.

2928 MADISON ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/qp3ui

BUILT 1926
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COU L ETT E HO U S E
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2929 MADISON ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/t2RqZ

BUILT 1905

John and Vanita Turner, in route to the beach, took
an unplanned detour to the auction of the home, and
purchased the property. The Turners have reworked the
three-bedroom, two bath home from a typical 1905 home
to a beautiful modern home with 12 foot ceilings with some
additional crown moldings and wainscoting. There are
four original fireplaces, with beautiful wood mantels, brick,
ceramic and marble hearths.
The home is a wonderful example of how one can keep
and use the old, as in the kitchen, which reflects the
minimal luxuries of the 1900’s, yet having those things
from the past reused very effectively today. The front
porch of this home is just urgently inviting.
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DAV IS-W E S T HO US E
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The original structure was built for John Davis in the early 1840’s.
His widowed daughter, Rebecca Davis Spears, lived in the house,
and in 1861 she married one of the earliest physicians in this area,
Dr. Theophilus West. After Rebecca’s death, Dr. West married Annie
Louise Slade from Columbus, Georgia.
One of the most interesting features of the house is the room known
as the “St. Elmo Room”, so called because the furniture is from the
St. Elmo Plantation in Columbus, Georgia where Annie lived with her
parents. Several pieces of interest from Virginia known as the “Whitall
Collection” are also in the house.
Charles Slade West was the last of the Wests to live in the house,
and at his death, in 1996, the house and all the antique furnishings
were willed to the Chipola Historical Trust, with the understanding that
it would be used as a meeting place and museum, now known as the
Chipola Historical Trust Museum at the Davis-West House.
Slade was in the Merchant Marines during WWII. His diary, telling
very interesting details of his experiences of D-Day and after were
found in his desk.
The house, which is on the northeast corner of the intersection of
Madison and Putnam streets, is open for tours by appointment. To
schedule a tour, telephone (850) 482-5276.

4448 PUTNAM ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/BPScA

BUILT CA 1840’S
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FINCH HOUSE
37
4470 PUTNAM ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/MDavb

BUILT CA 1913

The Finch House is a Craftsman style bungalow built circa 1913 by James Finch, a prominent
area Judge, attorney and two-term Florida Congressman, who was instrumental in the
establishment of Jackson Hospital.
Mr. and Mrs. Finch, natives of Arlington, Alabama, moved to Marianna from Cedar Key soon after
he passed the Florida bar exam in 1911, and built their home on Putnam Street. They raised
four children here. The house remained in the Finch Family until 1989 when Judge Finch’s
granddaughter who grew up in the house, sold it.
In 1999, Linda Collins began the process of renovating the house while trying to retain its
original beauty and character. Several improvements were made to the kitchen to make it more
functional. In 2006 Ms. Collins sold the home to the Michael Gilmore family who added a large
bathroom and walk-in closet addition to the west side of the house.
Mary Gregory purchased the house in 2010 and brought a museum feel to the house with her
extensive collections of Mary Gregory glass pieces and an enormous antique quilt collection,
among other fine examples of antique workmanship.
The new kitchen and enormous bath area gives a most unusual feel to the 100 year old home,
mixing the old and the new in a most satisfying manner. The house boasts twelve-foot ceilings
and six fireplaces. The floors are heart pine and the wainscoting, mantles and exposed beams
are mission oak. Windows and doors are original, some with leaded glass. There is a second
floor “sleeping porch” and also a balcony off the upstairs hall. The dining room has a built-in
mirrored buffet and china cabinet with leaded glass.
The house may be toured by making an appointment with Mary Gregory at (850) 526-2120.
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R I L E Y R E SIDE N C E
38
JEFFERSON ST.
BUILT 1939

The Winslow House was built in 1939 by Walter and Ada Jane Winslow. They purchased the
lot from their neighbor on the corner, J. P. Streetman. During this pre-World War II era when the
house was built, the Civilian Construction Corps (CCC) was still actively doing public construction
projects across the country as part of the depression recovery programs.
It was at this time the CCC was involved in clearing stones from the Florida Caverns in the State
Park, and installing electric lights in the caves to enable public tours. It is believed that Mr.
Winslow bought, or was given, a supply of these stones which he used to face the concrete walls
of this “Cottage Style” house.
The construction methods used in building this house were quite unique in that apparently wooden
forms were built and poured full of concrete mix, creating a solid eight inch thick wall of concrete.
There are no studs or wood framing in any of the exterior walls of the structure. It is built as a
solid concrete fort, almost impervious to weather damage. This construction results in the house
being very weather tight, making it easy to heat and cool.
Inside the house, beautiful hardwood flooring covers the entire footage. The front room fireplace
is also built from limestone rock from the Caverns, with several large stalagmites or stalactites
included in the framing. If you look at the exterior stonework, you will notice an abundance of
fossil imprints of leaves and shellfish. To closely examine these outer stones is to take a trip
thousands of years back in time.
In 1972, the house was bought by Marvin Griffin who sold the house to Frank and Retha Riley the
following year. It is now owned by Sid and Judy Riley who reside there. The Winslow House is a
very unique house.
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S TREETMAN HOUSE
39

4473 PUTNAM ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/VgfeU

BUILT 1901

The original portion of the house was built by Dr. Theophilus
West in 1901 as part of the Davis addition to the City of
Marianna. It was a 4-square design, purchased by the James
Streetmans in 1920. Two additions had been added by
1922 and in the next 12 years the house was extended to the
present day appearance. The garage and an additional house
on the property were added. The family lived here until 1960.
Other owners over the years made extensive renovations to
the house and outbuildings.
The 1920’s garage was restored as a workshop. A metal
roof, paint and restored beautiful hardwood floors, along
with revealing original ceiling treatments are only a few of
the improvements made. The garage apartment became an
office.
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WATSON HOUSE
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This square mile homestead was settled by a young Carolina
physician, Dr. William J. Watson, in the earliest days of the
Florida Territory. The present house was built in 1885 and later
occupied by Carolyn Watson Whitehead, widow of Dr. Edwin
Whitehead. Some of the Watson family have lived in the house
since that time. A fire, in 1925, required extensive rebuilding
by Lucien Whitehead Watson, but the same floor plan was
retained.
The home was redecorated several years ago by Dr. and Mrs.
William F. Dunkle, Jr. (Carolyn Watson) who returned to this
area following Dr. Dunkle’s retirement from the ministry. The
home houses family antiques and artifacts from their travels
abroad.
Four generations of the Watson family have owned and
operated the Watson’s Drug Store in Downtown Marianna.

4400 KELSON AVE.
http://goo.gl/maps/qSjWg

BUILT 1885
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GREENWOOD, FL
Greenwood is
located on Florida
State Highway 71
approximately 7 miles
north of Marianna.
This beautiful little
village is filled with
many historic places,
and the citizens take
pride in them.
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Greenwood
Baptist Church
and Cemetery

8

No Homes are open
for inside tours,
but please visit “The
Store” and the tree
canopied streets in
each direction of
the traffic light. The
cemeteries are very
interesting.
Many of the current
residents are
decendants of the
original settlers of the
town. Here the old
and the new live quite
happily side by side.

Greenwood Baptist Church and Cemetery
4156 Bryan Street
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GREAT OAKS
1

Built in 1860 by prominent planter Hamilton Bryan and then
known as Bryan Plantation, Great Oaks stands today as
one of Jackson County’s handsome examples of antebellum
architecture. The house is a classic Palladian design, very
rare in the south. It is likely the very last plantation home
completed prior to the Civil War. During part of its varied
history, the building has served twice as a school and by
1961 was in extremely poor condition. That year, the Claude
Reese family bought the estate and, after careful planning and
meticulous labor, restored it to its original stately elegance.
The house is constructed entirely of heart pine except for the
cherry stair rail. The Reeses furnished the home with many
fine examples of period pieces that sustained the mood of the
antebellum majesty that is so much a part of the building. The
garage and covered walk were added about 1982. The Reese
family moved away in 2013.
Great Oaks has one other honor. It was the first landmark
in Jackson County to be designated as such by the County
Historical Commission with a historical marker and is on the
National Register of Historic Places.

4133 BRYAN ST.
BUILT 1860
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E RW I N H OUSE
2

5198 FORT RD.
http://goo.gl/maps/Cp0rj

CIRCA 1830’S

The Erwin House, most likely the oldest in Jackson
County, was built in the 1830’s by John A. Syfrett. It was
purchased in 1861 by Colonel John M. F. Erwin for his
wife, Georgia Bryan Erwin, and infant son, Elijah Bryan
Erwin. Colonel Erwin served with distinction in the Florida
Senate, U.S. Militia, and the Confederate Army. It is now
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Pender III.
The house is constructed of yellow heart pine. The lumber
was hauled from Apalachicola by ox cart. The doors are
hand made with china door knobs. The house consists
of seven rooms, two halls and two dressing rooms. The
house was connected to the kitchen and carriage house
by a latticed breezeway. The original full length veranda
across the front was destroyed by a 1951 hurricane. It
has since been replaced by one of similar construction.
During the 1880’s, the Erwin House was open to overnight
travelers in need of rest. The guest book still exists.
The old water well, in the corner of the front yard, once
furnished water for the entire town of Greenwood.
The house is on the National Register of Historic Places.
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P EN D ER ’S STOR E
3

Pender’s Store was built in 1869 by Napoleon B. Riley, and
Cicero Long. It was named N.B. Long and Bros.
The one story, two room structure which measures 34 feet
by 50 feet was erected on land purchased from Colonel
John M. F. Erwin. The deed allowed only the sale of
merchandise and forbade its use as a livery or blacksmith
shop.
Laurence S. Pender purchased the store in 1896 and
changed the name to L.S. Pender’s. The Pender family has
operated it ever since.
In 1940, the son of L.S. Pender, James Bowles and
Nicholas Anderson, purchased and renamed the store,
L.S. Pender’s Sons. They operated it for many years. It is
currently operated by Laurence Pender II.
The original shelves and heart pine floors are still in place
and the wooden blinds over the windows are still closed
every night.
The store may be visited when open. Jane Pender’s pen
and ink Jackson County drawings are available here.
The store is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places.

4208 BRYAN ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/ehuwS

BUILT 1869
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G RE EN WOOD
T O WN H A LL
4

4207 BRYAN ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/agLh6

BUILT 1930’S/1960’S

The Greenwood Town Hall is located across from Pender’s
Store.
The northern part was built in the 1960’s and served as the
post office until 1988.
The sourthern portion was built as a Pure Oil Company
service station in the 1930s.
It was originally located at 4192 Bryan Street, where the
present bank is located.
It was given to the town in 1998 and was moved here at
that time.
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H AY ES - LONG
M A N S I ON
5

4271 BRYAN ST.
http://goo.gl/maps/s2nC2

BUILT CA 1840
Built for James Hayes in the 1840’s,
the house was sold to Ada and William
Garrett, and in 1907 to R.W. Couliette. In
1912, the home was purchased by S.V.
Wall, Jr. who then sold it to W.H. Long in
1913. Mr. Long faced it with bricks.
The Hayes-Long Mansion was in
the Long family for over 80 years. It
was purchased by Don and Rosalind
DiMichele in 1994. They have completely
updated the beautiful old home and
furnished it with period pieces.

GREENWOOD TOUR
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LON G W OOD
6

5124 W. FORT RD.
http://goo.gl/maps/ztdAz

BUILT 1849
Using wood pegs and square cut
nails, E. George built this house in
1849 for the estate of James Hayes.
It is made of heart pine, with two large
rooms on each side of the entrance
hall. Each room has its own fireplace.
The kitchen was not part of the
original structure.
Known records indicate the house
has had many owners. It was sold by
Margaret Hunter to Napoleon Long who passed it on to many generations of Longs including
Riley, Cicero, and Paul. In 1947, Paul Long sold it to Wallace Pender, whose family lived in it
until 1970.
The house was purchased by Aaron Burdick in 1970 and subsequently sold to Garland
Basford in 1971. The Basfords began restoration in 1975 and named the house “Longwood”
in tribute to the Long family who had owned it for most of its 127 years.
The house faces Fort Road in the western part of Greenwood.
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E L I J A H BRYA N
E RW I N HOUSE
7

5203 FORT RD.BUILT 1898
This house, located at 5203 Fort Road, was built in 1898 by the son of Colonel John M. F.
Erwin, the builder of the Erwin House almost directly across the street. The house has had
several owners over the years. Julius Dickinson modified the porch and added the sunroom
and the back stairs. The third owner was Robert Willis, Jr., the banker who followed his
father’s presidency of The Bank of Greenwood. He lived there until 1952 when he closed the
bank and retired.
At that time his daughter, Florence Ziegler, lived there and sold the house to Richard and Ellen
Bass in 1983. Mrs. Bass is deceased. Richard and Ruth Bass have restored the house and
made modifications to the sunroom and modernized 4 bedrooms and 3 full baths. Six original
fireplaces are now defunct, but have antique mantels. A new operational fireplace was added.
The decorative etched and leaded glass doors grace the front parlor, two bathrooms and the
kitchen. Most of the special glass is from England.
There is a small bungalow home just west of the Erwin/Bass home which has the legend that it
is a “Grudge House”. The story: The builder became angry with Mr. Willis, the bank president,
who loved the large home at 5203 Fort Road because he could always see his bank from his
home. Some way, so the story goes, the angry gentleman bought the lot between Mr. Willis
and the bank and stated very loudly, “Now he will never see his bank from his porch again!” Of
course, legends may or may not be true, but it’s an interesting story.
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DR. W I LLIS H OUS E
8

5266
EAST FORT RD.
http://goo.gl/maps/hFtB5

BUILT 1917

The large two-story frame home built by Dr. and Mrs. R.A. Willis
was completed in 1917. The house has nine bedrooms, each with a
lavatory and a fireplace. A very large porch surrounds the house and
was often used by the family as a summer sleeping porch. “Ma Lizzy”,
as Mrs. Willis was known, wanted the very large house so all her
children and grandchildren could live there with them...always!
Dr. Willis was the typical “Country Doctor” who made house calls, and
like many country doctors, was also a pharmacist. The family tells that
many times his very ill patients stayed at the Willis home overnight or
until they were well enough to go back to thier own home. The house
stayed in the Willis family for almost sixty years.
Numerous outbuildings, including an icehouse, smokehouse, chicken
house, barns are still located at the home site.
Dr. Willis was also a bank president, a state senator and a very active
businessman in the Greenwood and Marianna area. At one time he
was the person in charge of overseeing the quality of medical care for
all the prisoners in the state of Florida.
The ancient oaks make this beautiful old home a historical highlight of
the area.
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